

		
		
			
						
			

		About Us
	Our story
	Our Chairperson
	Our commissioners
	Annual reports
	Jobs at VLRC
	Personal legal issues
	Freedom of Information
	Policies



	Our Approach
	Our process
	Publication types



	Engage in Law Reform
	About community law reform
	Suggest a community law reform project
	About consultations
	About submissions



	All Projects
	Current projects
	Completed Projects
	Implementation



	Teachers and Students
	Education resources
	Case studies
	Request a speaker



	Publications & Media
	News and media releases
	Publications
	Videos
	Podcasts
	Law reform in Victoria
	Law reform in other jurisdictions
	VLRC in the media





	


			
			
				
				
																
							
								
									
										 	
	Follow us
	Like us
	Linkedin
	Contact






 									

																			
											 	




 										

																	

							

						

										
					
					


	
		
			
				
						
						
						
							
																								[image: Victorian Law Reform Commission]
								
								[image: Victorian Law Reform Commission]
													
					

					
    				
    				    
    				           	 Listen
	
	
	
           		
	        


   
   
       	A
	A


   
   
       				    

    				

				

				
					
								
							
											About Us
	Our story
	Our Chairperson
	Our commissioners
	Annual reports
	Jobs at VLRC
	Personal legal issues
	Freedom of Information
	Policies



	Our Approach
	Our process
	Publication types



	Engage in Law Reform
	About community law reform
	Suggest a community law reform project
	About consultations
	About submissions



	All Projects
	Current projects
	Completed Projects
	Implementation



	Teachers and Students
	Education resources
	Case studies
	Request a speaker



	Publications & Media
	News and media releases
	Publications
	Videos
	Podcasts
	Law reform in Victoria
	Law reform in other jurisdictions
	VLRC in the media




										


							
																		

					
				

				
									 + 61 3 8608 7800

		
	


				

			

		

	




 
                    
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                Samples Requested
                            

                            
                                

                                Get Samples
                            

                        

                    

					
                        
                            
                                
                                Samples Requested
                            

                            
                                

                                Get Samples
                            

                        

                    


				  Home » All Projects


 



        
        

        
        		
			
				
					
						
																Current Projects
	Completed Projects
	Implementation



													

					

				

			

		

	 
    
         
                        
            
                                
                         
                                   
                       
                           
                                                                       
                            
                
                    
                                                    All Projects
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                                Recklessness

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Current                    

                                                            Recklessness is an element of hundreds of criminal offences, including reckless murder, recklessly causing serious injury and culpable driving. But…
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                                Stalking

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The Victorian Law Reform Commission has completed its report on Victoria's response to stalking, harassment and similar conduct, including the…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Improving the Response of the Justice System to Sexual Offences

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The Victorian Law Reform Commission has completed its report on Victoria's response to sexual offences, including rape and associated adult…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Inclusive Juries – Access for People who are Deaf, Hard of Hearing, Blind or Have Low Vision

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The Commission considered how to make juries more inclusive by changing legislation and practices to enhance access for people who…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Committals

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            On 24 October 2018, the Victorian Law Reform Commission was asked to review Victoria's committal system and pre-trial procedures.  Committals…
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                                Contempt of Court, Judicial Proceedings Reports Act 1958 and Enforcement Processes

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In October 2018 the Attorney-General asked the VLRC to consider contempt of court law reform. Contempt of court is any…
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                                Neighbourhood Tree Disputes

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            As part of our Community Law Reform Program, the Commission inquired into neighbourhood tree disputes. We reviewed the laws governing…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Victims of Crime Assistance Act 1996

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Victims of crime often need assistance. They can be physically, mentally and financially vulnerable. Recovery can be a long, difficult…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Litigation Funding and Group Proceedings

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The ability of everyone to use the legal system to enforce their rights is basic to a fair and open…
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                                Adoption Act

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            This inquiry is about adoption law reform. Although adoption rates in Victoria are low compared to former times, adoption law…
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                                Funeral and Burial Instructions

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            What will happen to your body when you die? Have you written funeral and burial instructions? Or have you been…
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                                Medicinal Cannabis

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            This inquiry focussed on medicinal cannabis law reform. Cannabis has frequently been used to alleviate certain medical symptoms. Patients who…
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                                Regulatory Regimes Preventing the Infiltration of Organised Crime into Lawful Occupations and Industries

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In October 2014, the Commission was asked to examine and report on how regulation might stop organised crime from infiltrating…
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                                Victims of Crime in the Criminal Trial Process

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In this review, the Commission considered the role of victims of crime in criminal trials. We looked at what changes…
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                                Photographing and Filming Tenants’ Possessions for Advertising Purposes

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            This Community Law Reform Project addressed concerns that the Residential Tenancies Act 1997 (Vic) had not kept up with changes to…
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                                Forfeiture

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The forfeiture rule prevents a person who has unlawfully killed another from inheriting from their victim or acquiring another financial…
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                                Trading Trusts—Oppression Remedies

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            This project is about trading trusts law reform. A trading trust is a popular way to structure a business, instead…
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                                Jury Empanelment

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Jury trials allow citizens to take part directly in our justice system. The processes by which juries are empaneled, especially…
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                                Crimes (Mental Impairment)

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The courts frequently deal with people charged with offences who require a special response from the law due to their…
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                                Birth registration and birth certificates

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            This project was about birth certificate law reform. Birth registration is the first step in the process of a person's…
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                                Succession Laws

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Victoria's succession laws involve the transfer of wealth from one generation to the next. Laws about wills, executors and intestacy…
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                                Sex Offenders Registration

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Operating since October 2004 by Victoria Police, the Sex Offenders Register was created as a socially protective measure, providing information…
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                                Property Law Act 1958 – Review

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            By 2009, it was generally believed that the Property Law Act 1958 had become a cumbersome document, difficult to navigate,…
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                                Easements and Covenants

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In August 2009, the Attorney-General asked the Commission to review Victoria’s property laws. The first component of the reference was…
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                                Child Protection

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            At the time of this report, hundreds of children each year were involved in new child protection proceedings in Victoria.…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Supporting Young People in Police Interviews

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            This Community Law Reform Project came out of an approach in 2008 by the Youth Referal and Independent Person Program…
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                                Guardianship

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Those whose decision-making ability is impaired sometimes need a guardian appointed to them. Although Victoria has been an Australian and…
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                                Jury Directions

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Jury trials lie at the centre of our criminal justice system, being an important way for citizens to participate in…
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                                Abortion

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Unlawful abortion had been a crime in Victoria since the state's foundation. Despite many calls for abortion law reform, the…
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                                Surveillance in Public Places

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Public surveillance has become extensive enough to affect nearly all Victorians, but existing laws were not designed with high technology…
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                                Civil Justice

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In May 2004, the Attorney-General issued a Justice Statement indicating directions for reform of Victoria's justice system. The statement's concerns…
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                                Assistance Animals

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            At the time of this report, approximately 300 Victorians with a disability relied on assistance animals to help them lead…
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                                Bail Act Review

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The bail system in Victoria has an impact that reaches beyond the confines of the legislation and is a crucial…
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                                Residential Tenancy Databases

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            For real estate agents and landlords, Residential Tenancy Databases are important resources for screening prospective tenants. However, despite their usefulness…
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                                Evidence

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The law of evidence in Australia has been a mixture of statute, common law and rules of court and has…

                                        
                                        
                        View project                    

                                                                                                                                        
                

            

                    

                
                        
                   
                                                                                                
                
                                                            
                                                    
                                Assisted Reproductive Technology and Adoption

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The development of Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) since the 1980s coincided with significant shifts in the make-up of Australian families.…
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                                Family Violence

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Note: This is the page for the Commission's 2006 Family Violence inquiry. For the 2017 Family Violence and the Victims…
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                                Workplace Privacy

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Long-held assumptions about privacy have been challenged recently. The rapid advance of surveillance and monitoring technologies  affects everybody in their…
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                                Criminal Liability for Workplace Death and Serious Injury in the Public Sector

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In November 2001, the government introduced the Crimes (Workplace Deaths and Serious Injuries) Bill 2001 to make corporations criminally liable…
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                                People With Intellectual Disabilities At Risk

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            In 2001, the Vincent review looked into the operation of disability services. The review found that there were serious issues…
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                                Defences to Homicide

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            How should the criminal law deal with the range of situations in which people kill others? How should their culpability…
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                                Sexual Offences (2004 inquiry)

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            Although generally accepted as being among the most traumatic crimes for its victims, sexual offences are among the most under-reported.…
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                                Failure to Appear in Court in Response to Bail

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The Victorian Law Reform Commission's first community law project, this review of certain sections of the  Bail Act 1977 (Vic) was prompted…
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                                Disputes Between Co-owners

                            
                                            

                                                                                        Completed                    

                                                            The laws applying to those who own property together (co-owners) affect many people, yet the complexity of the law makes…
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                        	Please complete the form below to subscribe to receive updates for this project.
	First Name* 

	Last Name* 

	Email*
                            
                        

	

	

	Consent* Consent to retain contact details.
I agree that the VLRC may retain my name and email address to send me updates from time to time. This information will not be shared with anyone else and I can unsubscribe at any time via email to law.reform@lawreform.vic.gov.au

	CAPTCHA

	Email
This field is for validation purposes and should be left unchanged.
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											Dr Vivian Waller

											
												Director and Principal Solicitor, Waller Legal											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Dr Vivian Waller was admitted to legal practice in 1995. She is the Director and Managing Partner of law firm Waller Legal. She has 25 years experience representing survivors of institutional child sexual abuse including litigation in the Supreme Court of Victoria and the High Court of Australia. Dr Waller was instrumental in the Royal Commission into the Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse where she represented 20 survivor witnesses in case studies inquiring into the Melbourne Response, Victorian State Wards, Yeshiva Bondi and Melbourne, Catholic Church Authorities in Ballarat and the Criminal Justice System. She has written submissions for the Royal Commission and appeared before the Senate Committee in relation to the establishment of the National Redress Scheme. Dr Waller represented, on a pro bono basis, the complainant in the criminal prosecution and appeals process in relation to allegations against Cardinal George Pell. She holds a Doctorate in Law from the University of Melbourne, and a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts (Honours) from Monash University. Dr Waller was appointed to the Victorian Law Reform Commission in November 2020.


								
								
																	
																				
										
										
																			

															


													

					

				

				
					×
				
			

								
					
						
							
								
									

								

								
									
										
											

										

										
											Gemma Varley PSM

											
												Commissioner											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Gemma Varley was Chief Parliamentary Counsel for Victoria from 2008 until 2016.  She was Second Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel from 2004 until 2008 and has more than 37 years experience as a legislative drafter in the Office of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel.  Mrs Varley is in private practice as a consulting legislative drafter. In 2017 she was awarded a Public Service Medal for outstanding public service through the drafting of legislation in Victoria. She was appointed to the Commission in August 2016.
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											Dan Nicholson

											
												Executive Director, Criminal Law, Victoria Legal Aid											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Dan Nicholson is the Executive Director, Criminal Law at Victoria Legal Aid, responsible for the delivery of legally aided criminal law services across the state. Dan has worked with VLA since 2012 in a range of roles, including as the Executive Director, Civil Justice, Access and Equity. Dan previously managed the Human Rights Unit at the Victorian Department of Justice, was Associate to Justice Maxwell, President of the Court of Appeal and worked at Fitzroy Legal Service. He has worked on a range of human rights issues in Cambodia and Timor-Leste. Dan was appointed to the Victorian Law Reform Commission in September 2018, and as a Director of the Sentencing Advisory Council in 2021.
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											Professor Bernadette McSherry

											
												Commissioner											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Emeritus Professor Bernadette McSherry holds an honorary position in the Melbourne Law School, having served as the Foundation Director of the Melbourne Social Equity Institute at the University of Melbourne from 2013 to mid-2021. She is an internationally recognised legal academic in the fields of criminal law and mental health law and is a Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia as well as a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law. She served as a Legal Member of the Victorian Mental Health Tribunal for 18 years until mid-2018 and is currently a Commissioner serving on the Royal Commission into Victoria’s Mental Health System. She was appointed to the Victorian Law Reform Commission in June 2018.
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											Bruce Gardner PSM

											
												Commissioner											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Until 2018, Mr Gardner was Senior Legal Advisor to the Victorian Director of Public Prosecutions, with 36 years’ experience in the Crown Solicitor’s Office and the Office of Public Prosecutions (OPP) as a prosecution solicitor. Mr Gardner held a range of policy-related positions with the OPP including Manager of Policy and Advice for 21 years, for 14 years of which he was also Manager of Appeals. Mr Gardner has served on numerous committees and working groups addressing criminal law reform issues. He was appointed as a Commissioner of the Victorian Law Reform Commission in April 2012 and in June of the same year was awarded an Australian Public Service Medal for outstanding public service to criminal law reform.  He was Acting Chair of the Victorian Law Reform Commission from March to August 2019.


								
								
																	
																				
										
										
																			

															


													

					

				

				
					×
				
			

								
					
						
							
								
									

								

								
									
										
											

										

										
											Kathleen Foley SC

											
												Commissioner											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Kathleen Foley SC is a barrister with a broad practice spanning public law, commercial law and common law. She also has a significant public interest litigation practice, representing clients in environmental, police tort and human rights cases. In addition to her work as a barrister, Kathleen is a writer and gender equality advocate. She was appointed to the Victorian Law Reform Commission in November 2020. Prior to commencing at the Victorian Bar, Kathleen worked as an attorney in New York and as a solicitor in the government sector in Western Australia.
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											The Hon. Jennifer Coate AO

											
												Commissioner											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								The Hon. Jennifer Coate AO has held a number of judicial appointments over the last 27 years, including Magistrate, Deputy Chief Magistrate, the inaugural President of the Children’s Court of Victoria, Judge of the County Court of Victoria, and the first female State Coroner of Victoria. In January 2013, Justice Coate was appointed a judge of the Family Court of Australia and thereafter released onto the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, where she served as one of six Commissioners for the five years of that Royal Commission. Ms Coate has previously held positions as a part-time Victorian Law Reform Commissioner, a solicitor in private practice, a solicitor for the Legal Aid Commission of Victoria and a legal policy officer in the Attorney-General’s office of the Victorian Government. In October 2014, she was appointed as a Fellow of Monash University. In January 2019, she was made an Officer of the Order of Australia. In April 2020, she was appointed as the Chair of the Victorian Victims of Crime Consultative Committee. In 2020, Ms Coate conducted an Inquiry into Hotel Quarantine in Victoria. She was appointed to the Victorian Law Reform Commission in June 2020 and reappointed for four years in July 2022. She was admitted as a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law in May 2022, and was awarded Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) by Monash University in September 2023.
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											Liana Buchanan

											
												Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People, Victoria											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								Liana Buchanan is Victoria’s Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People. She was formerly the Executive Officer of the Federation of Community Legal Centres and was also responsible for the monitoring and review of the Victorian corrections system as Director, Office of Correctional Services Review from 2009-2013.  Ms Buchanan has worked as a community lawyer and in a range of law reform and legal policy roles, including at the Women’s Legal Service (SA), the Equal Opportunity Commission, the Victorian Law Reform Commission and as senior adviser to the Secretary, Department of Justice.  She was appointed to the Victorian Law Reform Commission in February 2015.
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											The Hon. Anthony North QC

											
												Chairman											

											
																							

										

									

								

							

						

						
							
								With a distinguished career spanning forty-five years, the Hon. Anthony North QC is a former judge of the Federal Court and the Supreme Court of the Australian Capital Territory. Admitted to the Victorian Bar in 1976, he was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1989. In 1995, Mr North was made judge of the Federal Court of Australia, where he served until his retirement in 2018. He also served, from 2004, as additional judge of the Supreme Court of the ACT. During his time as judge, Mr North presided over cases involving constitutional and commercial law, industrial and employment law, taxation, intellectual property and native title. He holds a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws with Honours from the University of Melbourne and a Master of Laws from the University of London.

Mr North took over from Bruce Gardner, who was appointed as Acting Chairperson of the Commission in March 2019 following the death of Philip Cummins.
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